HOTEL
South Tyrol

Back to basics

Visit a modern hotel with old-
fashioned values that’s housed
in a century-old villa.

By Ivan Carvalho

Framed by fruit orchards and wneﬂard:;
the town of Lana in South Tyrol se Fcﬂ_
first-time visitors with the charr_ns g \fth
lage life: pedestrian-only streets line ::W-
independent shops and an acccﬁrsxpth i
ing soundtrack of church bells. kioss:
quaint surroundings th_at_ haye insp -
hotelier Klaus Dissertori in h_1s efforts
rethink modern day inq—keepmg. n
Last year Dissertgrl, who grev&ll 13) =
the family hotel business, embar e 2
his own adventure with the opening -
the 1477 Reichhalter, 1.10used ina Va;?re
s00-year-old building in the towfce lift'
Instead of giving it a drarpanc ace ; n,
the Lana native went against the gra
and sensitively restored_ it while d;e}i:.sm%
up the interior with existing furnis .mES
and a smattering of mid-century pl‘?](::t’s
sourced from antique markets.

the opposite of a resort'hotcl,” he lﬁ?yisé
“Guests come and experience what ;:r e
like in the town. It’s not to get awa;li ]lfor’r’l
something but become ps_nrt, of lpc_a ]1 e.le
Keen to preserve the site’s original ro
— the ground floor was once hoq;;htoos
popular tavern — he brought in ci‘ﬁ oun
friend and chef Andreas Heinisc mfrthe
a down-to-earth restaurant (winner o ol
Monocle Restaurant Awards). Its no- e
menu changes weekly and g;ess;s Slfed
sonality and a pin(;h of creativity, bac
up by fresh ingredients.
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rating system.
travellers are more interested in

interiors, your food and beverage
and amenities,

has been left out in favour o

bar, where guests can prepare cocktails to
their liking or

Tyrolean beer,

=

Technology is kept to a
vintage-inspired Marsh
logue alarm clocks and gold-plated metal
keys. Dissertori has done without televi-
sions, hoping guests will instead peruse
the papers laid out in the study — which
boasts a striking coffered ceiling deco-
rated with hunting scenes — or explore the
region on one of the hotel bikes available.
Dissertori aims to move beyond boil-
erplate approaches to looking after guests.
“Today’s hotels need to rethink the star-
The new generation of
striking
offering
”The usual in-room fridge
f an honesty

minimum with
all radios, ana-

Pop open a bottle of South

(1) Alfresco dining (2) Harvesting
herbs (3) Villa Arnica (4) Fresh
ingredients (5) Pool weather (6)
Brothers Klaus (left) and Moritz
Dissertori (7) Cosy corners (8)
Plenty of communal spaces (9)

Pared-back guest rooms (x0) It’s

all in the details

“The guest should come
away with a familiar fee;hng,
as if they have spent time
at a friend’s villa”

This summer Disserto_ri opened ;::
second property: Villa Arnlca}.When Mer’s
OCLE visits him on a sweltering sum;:s 3
day he is overseeing the ﬁqal touc e
the secluded mansion. Built in 119 Sthe
accommodate a well-to-do far;’n y,d o
three-floor residence had befsn close e
two decades after last serving ai L?min i
away for the likes of opera great
Pavarotti and German polmc_xaps. o
Eager to restore tljxe buﬂctl’mfonmk-
original state, Disseljton began ydrew -
ing the town histongn. He ﬂ'jcfnfMerano
an interior scheme with the a1 10 o
studio Biquadra, which also helpe o
Reichhalter project. “I ::vante]c;i) 't(;ertori.
the spirit of this house,” says ' lsthe ol
Carpeting was pulled. up 1;1 -
ways to reveal the origina Jor.
flooring. Where neede_d, ncwe potl >
quet flooring in a wxshbo_n 2
was installed to match e)gxs(t;;lgs o
Wrought-iron grilles on_wu} o ile 8
main entrance were left in p a‘t ] t,he =
mustard yellow hue that 00: hps
reappears in the L}pholstgrz’ua e
loungers and poolside um

b

Dissertori doesn’t bel

times, such as lunch and dinner services,
His preference is to have a chef on duty
throughout the day —
be sated whenever they feel peckish. They
might plump for homemade pasta with
fresh tomatoes from the hotel garden,
which grows 1o varieties; the strawber-
ries and ras
the kitchen with the filling for tortes.
Meanwhile, much of the tableware comes
from the villa’s existing stock
Porcelain bearing the Villg Arnica logo.
The lush garden is a highlight of the
Property,
ing cedar tree. It has been tidi
features a pergola covered with kiwi vines,
eneath which large communal tables

ieve in set meal

that way guests can

pberries grown there supply

» including

not least because of jtg tower-
ed up and

host a weekly evening barbecue. It’s yet

another exam

to

fee

Create a dressed-down atmosphere,
. ¢ guest should come away with a
f.amiliar feeling,

Ume at a friend’s villa,” he says. “It’s an
Authentic experie
10 offer people.” — (M) T
“aarnica, com

ple of how Dissertori wants

as if they have spent

nce that we are trying
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